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Ladies and Gentlemen
As planned in the countries' agendas, the Day of the African Child is celebrated this year in our continent as usual for children of Africa who are suffering from several social evils including hunger, endemic diseases, HIV and AIDS, armed conflicts, natural calamities, poverty aggravated by the current economic crisis, harmful cultural practices affecting the health of mothers and children, etc. 
The situation of African children is unfortunately linked to such socio economic situations described above, characterized by a continued denial of rights for children. Even if the situation of children in Africa and the socio-economic conditions of the different countries in our continent are almost identical, it is important to note that each region of the continent has its own peculiar characteristics. 
If, for example, in some regions of the continent, the problems of malnutrition and child survival are more important and crucial, in others, the most prevalent problems are related to children being used as child soldiers, treated as witches, subjected to violence of all kinds and even in institutions within families that are supposed to protect them or have only part of life than the streets. The problem of schooling especially that of girls, the problem of access to drinking water, experiences of high prevalence of child labor and child trafficking, child and maternal mortality, etc show that children in Africa still continue to live in dire and difficult circumstances even after more than two decades since the World Summit on Children in 1990 to live a difficult life that often ends prematurely.
Statistics from different sources confirm this sad plight of African children. According to an African Report on the welfare of children in Africa in 2008
, 43% of the population in sub-Saharan Africa lived on less than one US Dollar per day in 2005 , 45% of children were not registered at birth from 1999 to 2006, 25% of deaths of children each year are due to malaria, 6% of child deaths are due to HIV and AIDS, 500,000 children die before celebrating their first birth day, 1 million babies are stillborn each year and  another 1 million babies die during their first month of life. The Report also notes that 800,000 of these child deaths are preventable. 
 It is also estimated that one third of African children in 2006 were suffering from stunting and 4.1 million children in 2007 had a birth weight below 2 kg. 

Since the accession of many of the African countries to independence (the majority of which are celebrating their fiftieth anniversary in 2010), many of them are putting in place different legal and institutional frameworks for the promotion of children's rights in their respective countries. It is in this perspective that these African Governments have ratified most of the international Conventions and Treaties and standardized national framework of child protection. 
These Instruments include the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention 182 of the International Labour Organization (ILO) on the worst forms of child labor and immediate action for their eradication, the ILO Convention 138 on Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (CTO), the Protocol to Prevent and Suppress CTO to combat human trafficking in particular Women and Children (Palermo Convention) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child etc.. 
 
To date forty five (45) African States have ratified the African Charter on the Rights and welfare of the child with different commitment to promote children's rights. 
Although the ratification of legal instruments for the promotion of children's rights is a powerful act which is a positive step, more value is attached to the implementation of the different provisions in the Charter that will have a positive bearing to the improvement of the welfare of the African Child. 
It should be noted that the complexity, urgency and interdependence of problems both at national and regional level and particularly those relating to the child survival require approaches involving all stakeholders in the promotion of children's rights taking into account the integrated needs of the child.  
Also given the importance of issues to be resolved by the states to ensure the building of human capital which is an important prerequisite for the development of  society, the issue of the rights and well being of children must be at the heart of national priorities for poverty eradication and the promotion of development.  
The elimination of poverty is fundamental because it helps to reaffirm the importance of the human being in government policies and initiatives of other stakeholders. Poverty is a cause of conflict and instability and a serious threat to peace which is the main precondition for the growth and development of children in Africa. 
Noting that no country or entity can alone address the many challenges related to the situation of African children, the development of partnership integrating respect for the regulating role of the state must be developed between Countries, Development Partners, Nongovernmental Organizations, Civil society and the Private sector. 
This collaboration would only be effective through the development of programs consistent with the implementation of Treaties and Conventions with particular attention to the African Charter. 

In a context characterized by economic crisis, another important question is related to resource mobilization for the implementation of development programs that contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 
The lack of resources alone does not explain the problems associated with budgeting and planning for the African Child. Indeed, several factors hinder the design and implementation of programs geared towards the protection and promotion of the rights and welfare of the child in our continent both at central and operational levels. Among these are: failure to take proper account of certain aspects of child protection in national programs, non- efficient use of resources, lack of participation of children in planning and budgeting for programs, lack of strategic information and statistical data and reliable target on the situation of children in some areas, poor coordination and programmatic, the lack of reliable financial records.
And yet, according to the provisions of Article 1 of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the State Parties shall take all necessary measures in accordance with their constitutional procedures and provisions of the Charter to adopt such legislative or other measures for the implementation of the provisions of the Charter. 
The implementation of the Charter which is considered as a major challenge for States parties should also rely on planning and budgeting for children. 
Although many efforts have already being made by African countries in areas such as education and health, there are still inadequacies in terms of programming and budgeting as regards certain issues that require the protection of vulnerable children. 
 Planning, which is an important step in the implementation of a program, allows the programming of activities and operations to be performed for children with specific objectives and means within a specific period including the assessment of the cost implications. The forecast, budget scenarios, probabilities and alternatives that constitute the basic tools for planning, facilitating advocacy for researchfunding for the activities.
This is why the theme of the Day of the African Child of 2010 "Planning and Budgeting for the well being of the Child: a Collective Responsibility" is timely because it offers opportunities for exchange of ideas and experiences, reflection and advocacy in African on such a fundamental issue that will promote a better improvement of living conditions of children in the continent.
 Planning and budgeting being essential steps in the search for sources of funding the responsibility of all actors is engaged in this process in line with the priorities of development plans and strategies of national Governments, the intervention logic of Organizations civil society, the logical operation of communities and families.

The planning requirements in terms of information and control require a synergy of actions whose collaboration and partnership are key elements for its success. In this way, the responsibility of everyone is committed to fulfilling the wishes of an Africa fit for children. 
This responsibility we collectively hope lies at the national level, Development Partners, Communities and families is the smallest of social organization in Africa and worldwide. 
At Country level, the best indicator to gauge the commitment of Governments to children is the proportion of resources allocated to programs for children. According to the Report on the situation of children in Africa, among 52 countries, 20 have a good score of caring for children
.  But such a good score of a given country does not necessarily co-relate to the level of its economic development. 
Lack or insufficiency of resources cannot justify lack of programmes for children. The political will of Governments, integration of the protection of children in their development programs, the mobilization of Partners, planning and budgeting activities that promote visibility efforts for children are other important elements that should be taken into account in this regard.

The financial contributions from Development Partners are indeed needed to support different basic and effective programs and interventions that can save many lives of children in the continent.   It is also expected that Donors respect their commitments and accelerate efforts to provide the necessary funding for programs to protect children in Africa. So, the theme of the Day of the African Child this year calls upon us to think more and engage ourselves on the development of partnership between actors and the efficient use of resources for children.   
The Decentralization process underway in many African countries also provides opportunities for planning and budgeting to be effected by different stakeholders in the promotion of child rights. Coherent programs relevant to the protection of children shall be designed and implemented by all actors, avoiding duplication and anarchic interventions that do not promote the optimization of resources for child protection. 

In earlier days of Africa, the core functions performed by the family gave it a good opportunity and choice for the protection and welfare of the child. But nowadays, social evils and loss of certain traditional values such as family instability, social disintegration, and poverty at household level translate into a situation where the family is not favorable for children. 
But, obviously, the family must be the point where the planning and budgeting of activities for the care of children should start. Unfortunately today we see that African families are going through a crisis without precedent (including single parent families sometimes led by a child) which disrupt and make them incapably to cope up with certain situations related to the welfare of their children. 
So, building the capacity of families, particularly in planning, budgeting, management and efficient use of resources in favor of children is an aspect which is so important that needs efforts and strategies at different levels. 

At this very juncture, the following quotation from Kofi Anan, former Secretary General of the United Nations which sums up the spirit of the theme of the Day of the African Child on June 16, deserves to be mentioned and implemented: "We must put the best interests of children at the heart of every political and social decision making as well as at the center of our day-to-day activities and engagements. We can build a world favorable for kids, if each one of us does his part and considers that the welfare of children is our own responsibility.
 All together and with firm determination we can positively change the harsh lives of African children.  Together, we say no to the whole vicious cycle that has taken hostage the African children and their parents. 
Before concluding, I would like to say to African children that their parents love them a lot and want to see all the best for them. We also expect from children their active participation in discussions, among other things, on the theme of the Day of the African Child in future. The African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, by considering favorably one of the Recommendations of the NGO Forum on the Charter of 2010, hopes that children will also participate in the identification of themes of the day in the future by making concrete proposals on issues affecting them. 

Happy Celebration to the African child!

Happy Celebration to all! 


Mrs. Agnes Kabore Ouattara                                                            

Acting Chairperson of the ACERWC

� The African Report on Child Wellbeing: How child-friendly are African Governments?


   (The African Child Policy Forum)


� The African Report on Child Wellbeing: How child-friendly are African governments?


   (The African Child Policy Forum)
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